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THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF THE MEETING OF THE 

TRANSPORTATION CONFORMITY WORKING GROUP.  AN AUDIOCASSETTE 

TAPE OF THE ACTUAL MEETING IS AVAILABLE FOR LISTENING IN SCAG’S 

OFFICE. 

 

The Meeting of the Transportation Conformity Working Group was held at the SCAG office in 
Los Angeles.      
    
In Attendance: 

Litschi, Michael OCTA 
Shavit, Avital MTA 
 
SCAG Staff 

Acebo, Mervin 
Amatya, Naresh 
Asuncion, John   
Ayala, Rosemary 
Gutierrez, Pablo 
Macias, Rich 
Nadler, Jonathan 
Sherwood, Arnie 
   
Via Teleconference: 

Behtash, Arman Caltrans, District 12 
Brady, Mike Caltrans Headquarters 
Cacatian, Ben Ventura County APCD 
Fagan, Paul Caltrans, District 8 
El Harake, Maureen     Caltrans, District 12 
Goodson, Jeff     EDAW 
Gallo, Ilene Caltrans Headquarters 
Johnson, Sandy Caltrans, District 11 
King, Wayne City of Los Angeles 
Kratovil, Aimee FHWA 
Kurtz, James EDAW 
Louka, Tony Caltrans, District 8 
Noch, Michelle FHWA 
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O’Connor, Karina U.S. EPA, Region 9 
Wade, Dennis ARB 
Wagner, Julie EDAW 
Walecka, Carla Transportation Corridor Agencies 
Yoon, Andrew Caltrans, District 7 
 
 

1.0 CALL TO ORDER   
Michael Litschi, OCTA, called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 

 

2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
There were no comments.  

 
3.0 CONSENT CALENDAR 

3.1 Approval Item 

3.1 TCWG April 22, 2008 Meeting Minutes 
 The minutes were approved.  

 
 
4.0 INFORMATION ITEMS 

4.1      SIP Update 
Dennis Wade, ARB, stated that since the last meeting of the TCWG, the Air 
Resources Board had met in Oakland on April 24th and adopted two sets of 
motor vehicle budgets for the South Coast Air Basin. One set is based on the 
adopted SIP, and the other on baseline budgets that were based only on 
already adopted controls. ARB submitted both sets of budgets to the U.S. 
EPA. EPA subsequently found the baseline set of budgets adequate, 
therefore they were used in the conformity analysis for the RTP. 
 
Ventura County’s Ozone Attainment Plan was adopted locally and will be 
heard by the ARB on June 26th. The Antelope Valley adopted its Ozone 
Attainment Plan on May 20th, Mojave Desert will most likely adopt its 
Ozone Attainment Plan on June 9th. The ARB will hear both the Antelope 
Valley and Mojave Desert portions of the SIP on June 26th as well. 
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Imperial County is working on its PM10 and Ozone plans for adoption later 
in the year.  
 

 
4.2 RTP Update 

Naresh Amatya, SCAG, reported that the 2008 RTP was adopted on May 8th 
by SCAG’s Regional Council. The only issued raised at the meeting in 
regards to RTP adoption was the I-710 tunnel. There were several 
testimonies from persons wanting the project moved from the Constrained 
Plan into the Strategic Plan. However, the action of the Regional Council 
was to keep the project in the Constrained Plan and review the project in the 
future for consideration as an amendment to the RTP. SCAG has submitted 
the final RTP to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for their 
review and conformity determination. Staff believes that the FHWA is 
currently reviewing the document and will be able to issue the conformity 
certification by June 7th before the current conformity finding expires. 

   

4.3 RTIP Update 
John Asuncion, SCAG, stated that the 2008 RTIP contained $24 billion 
dollars in transportation improvements within the six county SCAG region. 
SCAG is scheduled to adopt the RTIP in July and plans to submit the RTIP 
to Clatrans by August 1st. Caltrans is expected to submit the RTIP to FHWA 
and FTA in October 2008.. Staff anticipates Federal approval of the RTIP in 
November 2008.  
 
There are five conformity tests that the RTIP must meet to be approved: 

• Consistency with the 2008 RTP;  

• Regional emissions analysis; 

• Timely implementation of TCM’s;  

• Financial Constraint; and 

• Public Participation and Inter-Agency Consultation. 
 

Jonathan Nadler, SCAG, stated that an advanced preview of the conformity 
analysis was sent to the TCWG for review. The analysis is going to SCAG’s 
Transportation & Communications Committee on June 5th for release for 
public comment. The analysis largely mirrors what is contained in the RTP 
conformity analysis. 
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4.4 Review of PM Hot Spot Interagency Review Forms 
 

1) RIV 031204 – Replace the Washington Avenue Bridge crossing of 
Murrieta Creek with a new bridge crossing at Guava Street. 
 
It was determined that this was not a POAQC.  

 

5.0 INFORMATION SHARING 

Jonathan Nadler, SCAG, announced that Justus Stewart would be the new TCWG Staff 
contact for projects and other information or updates. 
 
Tony Louka, Caltrans District 8, requested confirmation regarding project level 
determination for RIV355560 based on a slight change to the project description.  Jonathan 
Nadler requested that Mr. Louka forward the information and staff would seek to resolve 
via email communication before the next TCWG meeting.. 

 
6.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 

Michael Litschi adjourned the meeting at 10:35 a.m. 
 

The next Transportation Conformity Working Group meeting will be held on June 24, 2008 
at the SCAG office in Los Angeles.   


